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YACCINATION 


Vaccination  has  been  known  and  practised  from 
the  earliest  as^es — as  is  proved  by  ancient  writings. 
It  was  practised  in  India  and  different  parts  of  the 
East  long  before  it  was  known  in  this  country  and 
discovered  independently  by  Dr.  Jenner — the  matured 
result  of  over  twenty  years  quiet  and  patient  study — 
to  whom  the  Government  of  his  day  awarded  the  sum 
of  £30,000  on  account  of  it.  It  then  spread  rapidly 
over  most  of  Europe. 

It  was  very  soon  discovered,  however,  that  the 
effects  of  the  operation  did  not  last  during  life  and 
required  repeating.  Nor  is  it  perfect  in  any  way — 
nothing  is  perfect  in  this  world.  Comparative 
anatomists  tell  us  there  is  no  perfect  animaL  Man, 
who  considers  himself  the  superior  one,  is  not  perfect, 
there  being  some  counterpart  of  his  body  more  perfect 
than  his  own,  in  some  of  the  lower  animals,  some 
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process  of  bone,  some  set  of  nerves,  blood  vessels  or 
muscles.    Nor  is  there  any  perfect  woman,  although 
some  may  think  otherwise.    I  do  not  see,  therefore, 
why  anti-vacciuationists  should  expect  vaccination  to 
be  perfect,  which  they  do,  and  they  render  it  less 
perfect  by  postponing  the  operation  until  after  the 
proper  time,  and  putting  every  diflSculty  in  the  way 
of  its  proper  performance.     It  may,  of  course,  like 
everything  else,  not  always  be  done  in  the  best 
manner  possible.     What  is  called  panic  vaccination  is 
a  good  example  of  this.    Many  postpone  the  vaccina- 
tion of  their  children,  and  their  own  re-vaccination 
until  an  epidemic  of  small-pox  occurs,  and  then 
vaccinators  are  put  to  their  wits'  end  to  obtain 
sujGficient  vaccine  lymph,  the  primary  cases,  the  only 
source  from  which  lymph  can  be  obtained,  being  very 
few  compared  with  the  cases  of  re-vaccination  which 
have  to  be  done.  I  had  a  good  instance  of  this  during 
the  great  epidemic  of  1871,  when  I  had  not  only  to 
provide  for  my  own  cases,  but  as  a  public  vaccinator 
had  numberless  applications  for  lymph  from  various 
parts  of  the  country  and  abroad;  on  one  occasion 
singularly  by  the  same  post  from  Trinidad  in  South 
America,  and  Trinidad  in  the  West  Indies,  and  which 
applications,  together  with  many  dozens  of  others, 
including  one  from  New  Zealand,  I  have  now  in  my 
possession. 

In  some  cases,  however  well  done,  it  may  be 
followed  by  a  rash  on  the  skin  and  other  trifling  ail- 
ments, especially  if  postponed,  as  it  frequently  is, 
until  about  the  time  of  teething,  but  the  rash  may  be 
caused  either  by  the  teething  or  vaccination.  No  one 
denies  that  the  latter  may  be  the  cause  in  some  cases, 
but  they  are  very  few  indeed  compared  with  the 
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numbers  vaccinated ;  and  given  a  healthy  child  and  a 
properly  performed  vaccination,  these  so-called 
seqnel^  are  far  more  likely  to  cause  good  than  harm. 
I  have  known  of  numberless  cases,  and  I  am  sure 
others  must  also,  where  children's  health  has  been 
benefited  by  vaccination,  and  this  any  one  can  know  if 
they  will  make  enquiry.  I  have,  too,  frequently  been 
told  by  mothers  for  whom  I  have  in  course  of  years 
vaccinated  more  than  half-a-dozen  children,  of  their 
all  having  done  well  afterwards. 

This  very  morning,  Mrs.  Ward,  of  Lower  Street 
Walk,  Tallow  Hill,  brought  a  child  which  I  vaccinated 
last  week,  and  stated  that  I  had  vaccinated  six  of  her 
children,  and  other  medical  men  her  five  others,  eleven 
altogether,  and  that  they  had  all  done  well.  She  not 
only  gave  me  leave  to  mention  this  publicly,  but  said 
she  should  be  very  glad  if  I  would  do  so. 

Mrs.  Rollins,  of  Wellington  Street,  also  brought  a 
child  this  morning  which  I  had  vaccinated  last  week 
— her  sixth  child.  She  said  that  I  had  vaccinated 
them  all — that  they  had  all  done  well,  and  most 
willingly  gave  me  leave  to  publish  this  fact. 

The  rash,  too,  depends  far  more  on  the  state  of  the 
child's  health  than  on  vaccine  lymph,  which  taken  with 
due  care  of  course  really  differs  very  little.  This 
is  readily  proved  by  vaccinating  several  children  from 
the  same  source,  where  one  will  have  a  rash  and  the 
others  none.  Then  there  are  the  so-called  accidents 
of  vaccination.  The  arm  may  get  injured,  although 
the  parent  is  always  cautioned  in  that  respect.  In  an 
almost  infinitesimal  number  (about  one  in  a  million 
cases,  I  believe).  Erysipelas  may  be  set  up  just  as  it 
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would  be  in  the  same  subject,  by  the  prick  of  a  pin,  or 
which  might  arise  even  without  any  known  exciting 
cause,  and  which,  like  every  thing  which  happens 
after  vaccination,  is  looked  upon  as  a  consequence 
instead  of  a  sequence  of  the  operation,  and  attributed 
to  it  (very  often  in  the  most  ridiculous  manner),  the 
"^)05i  hoc  ergo  propter  hoc,"  theory  being  universally 
applied,  diseases  often  attributed  to  vaccination 
having  as  much  to  do  with  it  as  Tenterden  Steeple  has 
with  the  Goodwin  Sands.  As  vaccination  generally 
takes  place  early  in  infancy,  of  course  most  of  the 
diseases  to  which  infants  are  subject  must  follow,  or 
be  after  vaccination  as  mothers  say.  Dr.  Collins, 
wi.eu  before  the  Royal  Commission,  after  enumerating 
the  various  diseases  he  had  seen  follow  vaccination, 
was  asked  what  diseases  he  had  seen  which  had  not 
followed  vaccination,  and  he  could  not  answer  the 
question.  I  saw  such  a  striking  instance  which  I 
published  in  a  pamphlet  some  years  ago,  that  I 
will  repeat  it.  It  was  during  an  epidemic  of 
small-pox  here,  when  everybody  was  rushing  to  be 
vaccinated, — (I  say  everybody , as  there  is  nothing  like 
an  epidemic  of  small-pox  to  convert  the  auti- 
vacciuationists — they  are  then  often  among  the  first 
to  come,  and  no  wonder. ) 

"  Very  lately,  a  striking  instance  (but  by  no  means 
an  uncommon  one)  came  to  my  knowledge,  of  the 
ready  manner  in  which  vaccination  may  be  wrongly 
accused.  I  was  requested  to  visit  the  infant  child  of 
Mrs  Heath,  residing  at  Perry  Wood,  (who  has  given 
me  permission  to  publish  the  case)  :  It  was  in  a 
dangerous  state,  from  severe  erysipelas  of  the  left  arm, 
extending  from  the  shoulder  to  the  elbow.  On  my  re- 
marking that  I  supposed  that  if  the  child  had  been  lately 
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TRCcinated  the  illness  would  have  been  attributed  to 
that  cause,  she  said  it  certainly  would,  and  that 
"  nothing  (to  use  her  own  words)  would  have  made 
her  believe  the  contrary,''  at  which  I  certainly 
could  not  be  surprised.  Fortunately  in  this  case  the 
parents  had  been  opposed  to  vaccination,  having  four 
or  five  children  all  unvaccinated.  I  afterwards 
vaccinated  the  whole  of  them,  including  the  infant 
after  its  recovery — they  all  did  well,  and  one  of  tha 
children  was  declared  to  have  benefited  in  its  health 
by  the  vaccination.''  Now  had  this  infant  chanced  to 
have  been  vaccinated  just  before  its  illness,  (  which 
might  easily  have  happened),  and  it  had  terminated 
fatally,  very  possibly  a  similar  request  would  have 
been  made  to  one  which  appeared  some  time  ago,  viz. , 
to  have  the  words  ''^died  from  the  mortal  effects  of 
vaccinatian"  inscribed  on  the  gravestone;  as  such 
deaths  are  so  singular,  it  is  a  pity  that  it  was  not 
recorded  in  that  manner,  and  the  wishess  of  the 
individual  thus  gratified.  A  case  of  like  nature  is 
related  in  Dr.  Mc. Tail's  Book  "Vaccination  Vindi- 
cated "  page  142  ;  he  states  that  he  has  p3rmission 
to  give  the  address  and  adds  that  probably  most 
Vaccinators  could  tell  a  similar  story.  Dr.  Seaton, 
an  eminent  medical  authority,  after  drawing  attention 
to  the  fact  that  eczema  is  a  most  common  disease 
among  children,  both  vaccinated  and  unvaccinated, 
states  that  it  may  be  that  in  some  few  cases 
vaccination,  by  the  febrile  action  it  sets  up,  may  act  as 
an  excitviq  cause,  just  as  a  common  cold  would  do, 
and  thus  be  the  means  of  evolving  some  eruptive 
disorder  that  was  lurking  in  the  system.  He  contin- 
ues to  say,  however,  that  such  cases  are  certainly 
exceptional,  and  that  assuredly  no  professional 
authorities  believe  in  the  transference  of  cutaneous  or 
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other  diseases  fro  n  one  child  to  another  by  vaccin- 
ation, and  concludes  by  asserting,  that  after  having- 
himself  carefully   investigated   many  such  alleged 
cases  he  has  never  in  a  single  instance  found  that  the  child' 
from  whom  the  lymph  was  takenwas  suffering  from  the  disease 
it  "  'as  said  to  have  imparted.  In  the  same  work  he  gives 
such  conclusive  proof  on  this  subject  that  I  will  quote 
it  at  length  ;  it  is  as  follows  : — "  Those  who  have  had 
most  to  do  with  the  performance  of  vaccination,  oq 
the  one  hand,  and  thosa  who  have  been  most  concern- 
ed in  the  treatment  of  infantile  disease,  on  the  other, 
1^  incur  in  the  belief  of  the  noncommunicability  of 
disease  by  vaccination.    Marson  stated  some  years 
ago  that  in  the  performance  of  upwards  of  40,000- 
vaccinations  he  had  "ever  seen  other  diseases  com- 
municated with  the  vaccine  disease,  nor  did  he  believe 
'1  the  popular  reports  that  they  are  so  communicated. 
(His  vaccinations  now  amount  to  about  60,000,  and 
his  experience  remains  the  same.)    The  experience  of 
the  late  Mr.  Leese,  whose  vaccinations  have  been 
scarcely  less  numerous,  was  exactly  similar.  Sir 
William  Jenner  has  put   on  record  that  at  the 
University  College  Hospital,  and  at  the  hospital 
for  sick  children,  he  had,  in  six  years,  more  than 
13,000  sick  adults  and  children  under  observation, 
and  that  in  no  case  had  he  reason  to  believe,  or  even 
to  suspect,  that  any  constitutional  taint  had  been 
conveyed  from  one  person  to  another  by  vaccination. 
Dr.  West's  experience,  on  26,000  infants  and  children 
under  his  care  in  17  years  was  to  the  like  effect; 
and  in  stating  that  he  had  seen  nothing  in  that  time 
to   make   him   believe    that    vaccination  excites 
cutaneous  eruptions  in  any  but  very  exceptional  cases, 
he  referred  such  exceptional  cases  to  a  disposition  in 
the  children  themselves,  brought  out  by  the  vacc- 
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iuation  as  it  might  have  been  by  teething.  And 
Professor  Paget,  speaking  from  his  experience 
among  children  in  the  o'lt-patients'  room  at  St. 
Bartholomew's,  and  enumerating  some  of  the  Ciiuses 
which  develop  cjtaneous  diseases  in  young  children, 
says, — '  Now,  vaccination  may  do,  though  I  believe 
it  very  rarely  does,  what  these  several  accidents  may 
do,  namely,  by  disturbing  for  a  time  the  general 
health,  it  may  give  opportunity  for  the  external  mani- 
festation and  complete  evolution  of  some  constitutional 
affection,  which  but  for  it,  might  have  remained  rather 
longer  latent.'  '  This  is,'  he  adds,  '  the  worst  thing 
that  can  with  any  show  of  reason  be  charged 
against  vaccination  ;  even  this  can  very  seldom  be 
charged  with  truth.' 

Now  the  authorities  here  quoted  by  the  best 
authority  of  the  day,  are  men  of  the  greatest 
eminence  and  enjoying  the  largest  practice  in  their 
profession,  and  who  would  not  give  any  but  the 
most  impartial  and  truthful  testimony  on  so  pop- 
ular and  important  a  question.  Again,  the  editor  of 
the  Lancet  in  an  admirable  article  on  the  subject, 
among  other  important  observations,  states  that 
"this  possibility  was  from  the  beginning  of  the  prac- 
tice, and  has  to  the  present  time  been  subjected  to  the 
most  careful  and  conscientious  examination  by  those 
who  were  best  able  to  come  to  an  unbiassed  judgment. 
In  the  early  years  of  vaccination  it  was  fully  and 
satisfiictorily  shown  by  those  who  had  the  best  means 
of  judging,  that  the  belief  in  the  possibility  of  these 
dangers  was  fallacious.  Since  then,  observation  has 
been  extended  to  millions  of  cases  of  vaccination  in  all 
parts  of  the  world,  and  the  invariable  result  of  exteaded 
experience  has  been,  and  is,  tliat  none  of  the  disastrous 
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conssqiiences  which  have  been  attributed  to  the  operation  hj 
jmpular  prejudice  ever  occin\  if  it  he  jiroperhj  jierfoimed. 
This  gTfat  and  iudispulablb  result  has  not  been  liiddeu 
under  a  bushel,  as  is  often  supposed.  It  has  agaiu  and 
ag-ain  been  set  fortli  in  detwil  in  separate  works,  iu 
official  reports  and  papers,  an-l  in  the  medical  journals. 
But  it  has  been  the  fate  of  this  question  (as  of  other 
important  questions  of  public  health),  that  duruig 
periods  of  quiescence  of  the  public  mind  with  regard  to 
it,  the  public  press  has  ignored  it,  and  the  time  best 
calculated  to  impress  on  the  people  the  lesson  to  be 
derived  from  its  discussion  has  been  lost.  For  our 
own  part  we  may  say  that  the  question  of  the  alleged 
dangers  of  vaccination  has  been  discussed  and  re- 
di-jcussed  in  the  coluuius  of  the  Lancet^  volume  by 
volume,  fi'om  the  first  to  the  present.  During  the  46 
years  of  our  existence  we  may  honestly  say  that  we 
suffered  nothing  to  escape  our  attention  which  might 
throw  additional  light  on  this  question.  We  refer 
thus  to  ourselves  to  show  that,  at  all  times  as  now, 
we  have  never  underrated  popular  prejudice  against 
vaccination,  and  that  we  have  held  it  to  be  our  duty 
to  attem[)t  to  remove,  as  far  as  \a,y  in  our  power,  such 
))rejiidice.  And  we  may  say  that  during  that  period, 
the  piofession  and  oiir  medical  contemporaries  have 
been  iu  full  Mccord  with  ourselves,  as  the  result  of  the 
rao>t  conscientious  and  unscrupulous  observation,  that 
the  popular  prejudice  was  enoueous.  Thus  much  for 
the  general  results  of  scientific  observation  as  against 
popular  prejudice.  Aud  it  is  not  to  be  forgotten  that 
these  general  results  are  derived  from  the  iadejwident 
cxaiiiinaiion  oj  millions  of  individual  cases  of  vaccination. 
Given  a  true  vaccine  vesic'.e,  an  operator  who  knows 
his  work  and  conscioutiousiy  performs  it,  and  a  sub- 
j;^ct  proper  to  be  operated  on,  aud  there  is  not  a  shred 
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of  evidence  to  show  that  ia  a  single  well-authenticated 
instance  any  other  disease  or  diseased  state,  properly 
so-called,  has  ever  followed  from  vaccination,  as  a 
special  consequence  of  the  operation,  than  the  vaccine 
diseiise."    He  coutinues  to  say  that  "  with  regard  to 
the  so-called  accidents  of  vaccinatijn,  (such  as  its 
■causing  inflammation  of  the  arm,  or,  setting  up  states 
of  health  which  any  contemporary  derangement  would 
have  caused),  after  a  remarkahle  enquiry  into  the  state 
of  vaccination  in  England,  carried  out  for  the  Privy 
Council  by  Drs.  Seatou,  Buchanan,  Burdon-Sanderson, 
and  Stevens,  and  extending  over  five  years,  it  was 
conclusively  proved  that,  notwithstanding  a  large 
amount  of  imperfect  and  some  careless  vaccination  in 
England,  such  accidents  were  exceedingly  rare."  And 
what  are  these  trifling  evils,  i:  they  exist,  compared 
■with  the  evils  of  small-pox  which  slays  right  and  left, 
■causing  its  half  a  million  of  deaths  annually,  with 
three  times  the  number  of  cases  of  loss  of  sight,  dis- 
figurement, and  often  ruined  health  in  those  who  have 
survived  ? 

I  believe  it  is  said  by  the  anti- vaccinationists  that 
in  one  year  50  children  died  from  vaccination,  but  they 
take  no  notice  of  the  fact  that  the  returns  of  the 
Eegistrar-General  show  that  in  one  year  nearly  1,000 
children  died  from  being  smothered  with  bed  clothes  ; 
yet  there  is  no  tirade  against  the  use  of  blankets.  As 
to  these  reported  cases,  too,  it  appears  that  out  of 
about  a  million  of  cases  of  vaccination,  the  Govern- 
ment Inspectors  were  called  upon  to  investigate  14, 
with  the  result  that  one  was  a  case  badly  done  by  a 
private  practitioner  ;  one  was  from  a  dressing  of 
brown  paper  and  cobbler's  wax  applied  by  the  mother  ; 
■one  was  a  supposed  syphilitic  case,  but  that  one  had 
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"been  done  with  calf  lympli,  and  calves  do  not  have 
sj'philis.  Notwithstanding  however,  all  the  dread- 
ful effects  that  vaccination  is  reported  to  have  had, 
children  born  in  England  now  in  any  one  year  have 
more  than  two  million  years  of  life  to  divide  between 
them  more  than  they  had  35  years  ago,  according 
to  the  returns  of  the  Registrar  General — a  consoling 
fact  for  which  I  believe  the  public  have  to  thank  the 
Medical  Profession  chiefly,  if  not  wholly. 

It  seems  almost  incredible  that  any  reasonable  being,, 
who  can  take  every  necessary  precaution  to  ensure 
proper  vaccination,  and  provide  against  the  accidents 
of  vaccination,  should  object  to  it;  one  would  think 
they  did  it  "  for  mere  cussedness,"  as  Mark  Twain 
says.  He  does  not  object  to  travel  by  railway  or  to 
allow  his  children  to  do  the  same  where  accidents  are 
far  more  frequent  aud  serious:  engines  breaking  dowa 
and  running  off  the  line  and  carriages  telescoping  one 
into  the  other  while  the  train  is  at  full  speed,  killing 
and  mangling  the  passengers  in  a  most  fearful  manner, 
and  this  far  from  common,  reminding  one  of  the  old 
lady  who  being  found  after  an  accident  silting  quietly 
,  tinder  the  wreck  of  iron  and  wood,  said  "  Oh !  I 
thought  this  was  the  way  you  always  stopped." 

To  provide  for  the  vaccination  of  the  public  and  in- 
sure against  accidents,  the  legislature  has  made  the 
most  complete  and  wisest  provisions.  The  Act  of 
Parliament  makes  it  incumbent  on  the  parent,  although 
they  seldom  attend  to  it,  to  have  the  operation  per- 
formed at  the  best  possible  time  for  the  child,  viz., 
before  three  mouths  of  age,  when  the  local  action  in 
the  arm  is  likely  to  be  slight,  and  before  the  iriitation 
of  teething  has  commenced,  and  when  the  disorders 
of  infancy  are  least  likely  to  arise.     The  country  is 
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divided  iuto  districts  in  such  a  manner  as  to  insure  a 
sufficient  number  of  applicants  weekly  to  allow  vacci- 
natio'i  to  be  done  from  arm  to  arm  while  the  lymph  is 
quite  fresh,  a  very  important  matter.  Every  Public 
Vaccinator,besides  being  a  properly  qualified  surgeon, 
is  obliged  to  undergo  a  special  course  of  study  and 
pass  a  special  examination  in  the  principles  of  vacci- 
nation and  all  the  duties  pertaining  to  the  office. 
Regulations  are  being  frequently  issued  with  regard 
to  the  duties — even  such  minute  directions  are  given 
as  to  the  necessity  of  having  a  glass  of  water  and 
towel  at  hand,  so  that  the  lancet  shall  be  scrupulously 
clean  for  every  case.  Lymph  is  only  to  be  taken  from 
arms  which  have  certain  appearances,  and  the  source 
from  whicn  each  child  is  vaccinated  recorded,  together 
with  many  other  directions  of  a  like  nature.* 

It  is  contended  1  believe  by  some,  although  it  may 
appear  incredible,  that  vaccination  does  not  prevent 
small-pox.  As  we  may  not  all  be  able  to  see  this  for  our- 
selves, although  I  myself  have  done  so  during  several 
small-pox  epidemics,  the  only  way  to  prove  it  is  to 
see  what  has  been  the  experience  of  those  who  have 
had  tha  most  opportunities,  and  are  best  able  to 
judge. 

It  appears  that  at  the  London  Small-pox  Hospital, 
not  one  of  the  Nurses,  who  are  all  re-vaccinated 
has  ever  taken  small-pox,  and  when  the  new  hospital 
was  built,  all  the  workmen  who  were  re-vaccinated 


*  A  Public  Vaccinator  has  a  dozen  columns  to  fill  up  in  his 
Vaccination  Register  for  every  child  vaccinated,  besides  hav- 
ing certificates  to  sign. 
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escaped  the  disease,  while  two  cases  occurred  amoogj^ 
the  few  who  were  not  re-vaccinated. 

At  the  Homerton  Small-pox  ITospital  during  the 
epidemic  o£  1871,  out  of  110  persons  engaged  there, 
all  were  re-vaccinated  except  two,  and  all  escaped 
the  disease  except  those  two,  and  they  took  small-pox 
and  died.  At  the  same  hospital  during  the  epidemic 
of  1876,  all  except  one  were  re-vaccinated,  and  that 
one  alone  took  sraall-pox  and  died. 

At  the  Atlas  Hospital  Small-pox  Ship  during  the 
epidemic  of  1881,  of  90  attendants  all  were  re- 
vaccinated  and  escaped  the  disease,  except  one 
housemaid  who  was  not  re -vaccinated,  and  she  took 
small-pox  and  died. 

In  the  Metropolitan  Board  Small-pox  Hospitals,  of 
645  nurses  and  attendants  who  were  I'e-vaccinated^ 
not  one  took  the  small-pox,  and  10,  who  escaped  being^ 
re-vaccinated,  all  took  it. 

This  appears  to  me  certainly  rather  strong  evid- 
ence. Again,  in  the  Postal  Service  of  London  there 
are  some  10,000  persons  employed.  They  are  all  re- 
vaccinated,  and  during  the  10  years  of  the  worst 
epidemic,  viz.,  between  1870  and  1880,  not  one  died 
from  small-pox. 

It  is  very  certain,  too,  that  persons  are  safe  from 
taking  small-pox  exactly  in  proportion  to  the  extent 
of  their  vaccination.  This  statement  being  a  very 
important  one,  cannot  receive  too  much  attention,  and  I 
therefore  give  the  following  iahle  from  Dr.  Seaton's  com- 
;prelieyisive  and  admirable  work  on  vaccination  —  it  proves 
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the  truth  and  correct  nature  of  the  assertion  beyond 
dispute.  This  table  is  the  result  of  Marson's  observa- 
tions on  nearly  5,000  post- vaccinal  cases  which 
occurred  in  the  20  years  from  1836  to  1855  inclusive, 
and  shows  at.  a  glance  the  influence  exercised  on  the 
course  of  small-pox  by  the  character  and  number  of 
the  vaccine  marks  ; — 

Number  of  deaths 


Classification  of  patients  affected        per  cent,  in  each 
with  small- pox.                     class  respectively. 

1.  — Unvaccinated    35.0 

2.  — Stated  to  have  bqen  vaccinated,  but  having  no 

cicatrix  (or  mark)   23.57 

3.  — Vaccinated:  — 

a.  — Having  one  vaccine  cicatrix   7.73 

b.  — Having  two  vaccine  cicatrices   4.70 

0. — Having  three  vaccine  cicatrices    1.95 

d. — Having  four  or  more  vaccine  cicatrices  0.55 

A.  — Having  well-marked  cicatrices   2.52 

B.  — Having  badly  marked  cicatrices    8.82 

4.  — Having  previously  had  small-pox    19.0 


I  may  here  remark  in-passing  that  the  fii'st  thing  a 
medical  man  sees  to  before  giving  his  opinion  as  to  the 
ultimate  res'ilt  in  a  case  of  small-pox,  is  the  character 
and  appearance  of  the  vaccine  marks. 

Look,  too,  at  late  reports  from  India  regarding  the 
course  of  small-pox  in  its  vaccinated  and  unvaccinated 
districts  generally.  The  district  of  Eajpootana,  where 
vaccination  has  been  neglected,  has  been  ravaged  by 
terrible  periodical  visitations  of  small-pox.  Surgeon 
Moore,  detailing  some  of  the  results  of  his  own 
observations  whilst  travelling  in  the  district,  says  that 
"  Small-pox  is  indeed  now  in  this  locality  more 
destructive  than  cliolera  or  any  other  malady  ;  what 
Macaulay  wrote  of  England  before  the  days  of  Jenner 
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is  now  applicable  here."  lu  Bliuitpore,  on  the  other 
hand,  Avhere  vaccination  has  been  well  carried  out, 
there  is  the  strongest  proof  of  its  prophylactic  value, 
Dr.  Harvey  stating  that  during  a  recent  epiden.ic  of 
small-pox  one  vaccinated  child  only  was  attacked 
with  the  disease  to  27  unprotected,  and  in  that  oue  it 
Was  in  a  mild  modified  form.  Re  details  how  sraall- 
130X  is  now  almost  '•  stamped  out,"  and  mentions  a 
remarkable  case  where  one  vaccinated  child  only 
escaped  in  a  family,  while  the  others  were  uiivaccinated 
and  attacked ;  and  finnlly  expresses  his  opinion  that 
during  the  epidemic  at  Bhurtpore,  vaccination  has 
stood  the  test  triumphantly." 

We  see  exactly  similar  results  on  reference  to 
nation. il  statistics  of  the  protective  influence  of 
vaccination  over  the  spread  of  small-pox.  In  Sweden, 
before  vacci  ation  was  discovered,  the  annual  death- 
rate  from  small-pox  was  2,050  out  of  every  million  of 
the  population,  whereas  after  the  introduction  of 
vaccination,  during  the  40  years  from  1810  to  1850  it 
was  onl^'  158.  lu  Westphalia,  where  the  death-rate 
used  to  be  2, 6  A3  per  million,  it  was,  from  1816  to 
1853,  only  144.  In  Bohemia,  Moravia,  and  Austrian 
Silesia,  it  had  been  reduced  in  like  manner  from  4,000 
to  200.  In  Copenhagen  from  3,128  to  286,  and  in 
Berlin  from  3,422  to  176.  In  England  (about  the  last 
nation  to  enforce  this  as  other  reforms),  from  the  j'ear 
1838  to  the  year  1865,  the  mortality  from  small-pox 
was  annually  diminished  proportionately  with  the 
increase  and  decrease  of  vacci  iation  from  1,101  deaths 
to  309  deaths  per  million  of  the  population,  those 
amounts  repre.senting  one-fifth  and  one  twenty-first 
respectively  of  the  mortality  from  all  causes.  That 
this  mortality  exhibits  a  regular  declension  with  the 
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adoption  of  vacciuation  will  be  seen  at  a  glance 
the  foUowiuff  summar3'  as  given  by  Dr.  Seaton  : 

T3  ^  ^ 

Periods  compared. 


from 


1.  Average  of  30  years  previous  to  intro 
duction  of  vaccination,  estimated  by 
Dr.  Lettson  and  Sir  Gilbert  Blane 

2.  Average  of  three  years  (1838-40)  when"] 
vaccination  had  become  to  a  great  ex- 
tent diffused,  but  before  any  public 
provision  was  made  for  its  gratuitous 
performance  

3.  Average  of  nine  of  the  years  (1 841  -53) 
when  public  vaccination  was  gratuit- 
ously provided,  but  vaccination  was 
not  obligatory   

4.  Average  of  the  12  years  (1-854-65) 
during  which  vaccination  has  been  to 
a  certain  extent  obligatory  

*  Those  who  recovered  at  this  time  did  so  frequently  with 
loss  of  sight  and  great  disfigurement. 

Here 'are  a  few  more  of  those  stubborn  things- 
facts.  The  following  table  gives  the  deaths  per 
million  from  small-pox  during  the  epidemic  of  1870 — 3, 
in  the  following  towns  arranged  in  order  of  the 
strictness  of  the  Vaccination  Laws  : — 

In  Scotland  (chief  towns)   691 

London   1,180 

England  (17  unions  or  chief  towns)   1,180 

Berlin   3,448 

Hamburg   5,717 

Holland  (chief  towns,  no  laws  at  all)    6,455 

Varying  in  round  numbers  from  over  600  in  Scotland  to 
6.000  in  HoUand. 
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In  Scotland  before  the  introduction  of  vaccination 
10o4  died  annually  of  small-pox,  whereas  within  two 
years  after  the  introduction  of  vaccination  only  123 
died.  As  to  Ireland,  in  studying  the  statistics  of  this 
country,  it  is  impossible  not  to  be  struck  with  the  fact 
that  jvist  in  proportion  to  the  efforts  made  by  the  pub- 
lic vaccinators  to  carry  out  vaccination,  have  the  cases 
of  small-pox  diminished  Dr.  Cameron,  professor  of 
hygiene  at  Dublin  University,  writes  "  that  in  Ireland 
small-pox  was  once  a  fearful  scourge  :  during  the  10 
years  ending  1841  no  fewer  than  58,006  pei'sons  per- 
ished from  small-pox  in  Ireland  ;  and  three  times  that 
number  were  disfigured  for  life  by  the  ravages  of  the 
disease.  During  the  10  years  ending  1851  the  deaths 
from  small-pox  numbered  38,275,  and  during  the  10 
years  ending  1861  the  deaths  from  this  disease 
amounted  to  12,727.  In  the  year  1866,  186.  deaths 
occurred.  In  1867  only  20  lost  their  lives  from  small- 
pox. In  1868,  19  died  from  small-pox,  and  the  re- 
turns of  the  last  quarter  of  the  year  1869  show  that 
not  a  single  fatal  case  occurred.  Formerly  they  were 
four  or  five  thousand  per  annum."  In  looking  more 
closely  into  the  history  of  vaccination  in  this  island,  it 
will  be  seen  that  it  has  gradually  been  developed  till 
now  almost  every  child  born  is  operated  upon 
during  infaiicy,  thus  entirely  putting  a  stop  to  the 
mortality  of  a  disease  which  counts  its  victims  among 
children  l^efore  they  are  five  years  old  in  more  than 
half  the  instances.  Small-pox  has  thus  been  literally 
stamped  out  as  a  fatal  disease  by  the  stringent  pro- 
visions for  vaccination  which  have  been  sedulously 
observed. 

From  results  of  special  inquiries  in  England  made 
by  the  Privy  Council  Office,  during  the  years,  1860- 
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1864,  it  appears  that  the  kingdom  presents  every  shade- 
o£  variety  with  regard  to  the  carrying  out  of  the  Vac- 
cination Act,  from  complete  observance  to  the  most 
culpable  and  reckless  disregard  of  it.  In  many  dis- 
tricts infantile  vaccination  was  found  to  be  cai'xied 
out  either  completely,  or  with  such  trivial  delay  as 
could  readily  be  overtaken  at  the  slightest  alarm,  and 
in  all  these  districts  no/  only  did  the  deaths  registered  show 
absence  of  small-pox  mortality  of  the  native  popidation,  hut 
the  disease  itself  had  never  made  any  serious  lodgement,  and 
had  never  to  any  extent  spread;  and  this,  although  such 
districts  had  again  and  again  been  exposed  to  small- 
pox contagion.  One  of  such  districts  was  Mold, 
Holywell,  Flintshire,  cemprisinga population  of  16,000 
partly  mining  and  partly  agricultural,  which  has  been 
kept  completely  vaccinated  :  It  is  particularly  expos- 
ed to  small-pox  not  only  from  adjacent  districts,  but 
from  its  constant  communication  with  Liverpool.  In 
the  14  years  which  followed  the  year  1853  small-pox 
prevailed  on  vai'ious  occasions  all  round  it ;  at 
such  times  the  disease  was  imported  into  it  again  and 
again.  During  an  epidemic  of  small-pox  that  pervad- 
ed England  in  1858-9  there  were  repeated  importa- 
tions ;  in  1864  there  were  at  least  30  distinct  importa- 
tions, chiefly  from  Liverpool,  and  there  were  several 
fatal  cases  within  the  district  in  persons  who  were 
strangers  ;  but  the  utmost  suffering  of  the  native 
population  (or  among  the  regular  inhabitants  of  the 
district)  in  the  whole  14  years,  was  four  cases  of  na- 
tural small-pox  in  children  who  had  not  passed  the 
period  lawfully  allowed  for  the  performance  of  vacci- 
nation, a  fifth  (fatal)  case  in  a  child  hnrn  ivith  the  disease^ 
its  mother  having  modified  small-pox  at  the  time  of 
her  confinement,  and  a  few  modified  cases  in  persons, 
who  came  directly  in  contact  with  the  imported  cases 
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Beyond  the  points  of  importation  tlie  disease  never 
spread.  These  results  were  attributed  solely  to  the  ex- 
ertions of  Dr.  Hughes,  the  public  vaccinator,  in 
thoroughly  carrying  out  infantile  vaccination,  small- 
pox being  by  that  means  kept  completely  at  bay. 
To  take  the  late  personal  experience  of  one  medical 
man  (among  very  many  similarly  recorded),  Dr.  Arm- 
strong, in  detailing  the  particulars  of  his  experience 
when  living  in  a  district  with  3,000  inhabitants,  of 
which  he  was  public  vaccinator,  and  in  close  proximity 
to  a  city  of  7,000  inhabitants,  where  there  was  an  out- 
break of  small-pox,  states  that  there  was  scarcely  a 
child  in  the  districtat  the  end  of  the  year  unvaccinated, 
and  that  communication  with  the  city  was  constant. 
The  result  was  that  only  two  cases  of  small-pox  occurr- 
ed in  his  district,  though  by  no  means  in  a  good  sani- 
tary state  ;  the  first,  a  most  severe  case,  was  in  a  man 
unvaccinated,  though  constantly  warned  of  his  risk ; 
the  second,  a  very  mild  case,  was  in  a  vaccinated 
brother  of  this  man  ;  on  the  appearance  of  the  disease 
the  family  and  some  hundreds  around  were  re- vaccinat- 
ed, and  these  were  the  only  cases  in  the  district. 
Again,  Mr,  Meynott,  in  a  letter  to  the  Lancet,  instances 
a  case  in  which  a  few  years  ago  small-pox  bi'oke  out 
in  a  family  near  Ludlow.  He  vaccinated  two  of  the 
children,  who  thereby  escaped  small-pox.  The  mother 
would  not  allow  the  vaccination  of  a  new-born  infant  ; 
it  was  attacked  with  small-pox  when  six  days'  old, 
and  died  four  days  afterwards,  covered  with  pustules 
from  head  to  foot. 

I  saw  many  such  instances  as  these  during  an  epi- 
demic of  small -pox  in  Worcester  many  years  ago, 
and  began  to  take  notes  of  them,  but  they  were  so 
numerous  and  I  was  so  overwhelmed  with  work,  that 


21 


I  could  not  continue  tliem ;  many  were,  however,  I 
remember  published  about  that  time. 

When  considering  the  beneficial  efiiects  of  vaccina- 
tion we  must  not  forget  the  universal  and  virulent 
nature  of  the  disease  which  it  has  (or  would  have  if 
properly  carried  out)  removed  from  among  us.  Small- 
pox is  in  its  natural  state  the  most  fatal  and  wide- 
spread of  all  diseases,  killing  far  greater  numbers  than 
ever  an  epidemic  of  cholera  did  ;  before  the  introduc- 
tion of  vaccination  causing  moi'e  than  half  a  million  of 
deaths  annually.  It  is  the  most  loathsome  (alike  to  both 
sight  and  smell)  of  all  diseases  known,  a  person  affect- 
ed with  unmodified  confiuent  small-pox  being  perfect- 
ly unrecognisable  (the  human  face  divine  being  n'o 
longer  capable  of  being  distinguished),  and  the  faint, 
sickly  odour  of  the  room  adding  not  a  little  to  the 
horrible  character  of  the  disease.  It  is  necessary  to 
recall  these  facts  because  -since  the  introduction  of 
vaccination,  small-pox  has  almost  ceased  to  be  a  fatal 
disease  among  the  civilised  classes  of  society.  If  we 
could  for  a  moment  suppose  that  vaccination  were  all 
at  once  removed,  it  is  beyond  all  doubt  that 
we  should  find  ourselves  thrown  back  into  all  the  hor- 
rors of  the  last  century.  The  small-pox  itself  has  lost 
nothing  of  its  malignancy  and  fatality,  either  by  lapse 
of  time  or  (since  Sydenham's  day),by  any  improvement 
in  medical  treatment.  The  records  of  the  Small-pox 
Hospital  show  that  during  the  last  25  years  of  last 
century  (when  the  patients  were  of  course  all  unvac- 
cinated),  the  death-rate  in  the  Hospital  was  32  per 
cent,  of  the  admissions.  In  the  same  Hospital  during 
the  years  1836-51,  the  deaths  {excluding  the  vaccinated) 
were  35  per  cent.  The  same  consequences,  too,  (such 
as  loss  of  sight,  formation  of  abscesses,  and  so  on) 
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wliich  Willan  describes,  ensue  equally  now.  If 
further,  we  look  to  see  what  has  happenefl  when  in 
recent  times  small -pox  has  invaded  jwpulations  among 
whom  vaccination  has  been  neglected,  we  find  its  rav- 
ages to  be  exactly  like  those  met  with  in  Europe  dur- 
ing the  last  century.  This  was  the  case  in  1S46-8,  in 
an  epidemic  which  occurred  in  the  Argentine  Con- 
federation, and  which  is  described  by  Dr.  Makenna,  a 
British  physician  then  practising  at  Monte  Video,  as 
sweeping  with  the  wings  of  death  over  that  enormous 
tract  of  country  which  extends  from  the  Atlantic  on. 
the  east,  to  the  Cordillera  of  the  Andes  on  the  west. 

Throughout  this  whole  space,"  he  observes,  "  it  may 
loe  said  that  hardly  a  house  escaped  its  fearful  visita- 
tion, wherever  the  current  of  human  intercourse  reach- 
ed, and  so  sad  was  its  fatality,  that  I  have  known  30 
children  taken  in  one  morning  from  the  houses  of  one 
si^le  of  a  street  150  yards  long,  and  I  have  seen  two 
men  above  seventy  years  of  age,  and  deeply  pitted 
with  a  former  attack,  carried  off  by  it.  Whole  fami- 
lies were  swept  away,  and  in  short  the  terrors  of  the 
plague  in  former  times  were,  if  not  surpassed,  fully 
equalled  by  this  horrible  scourge.  But  that  which, 
struck  me  most  was,  that  not  one  of  those  English 
people  who  had  been  vaccinated  at  liome,  and  who  had 
the  large  deep  oval  thimble  mark  on  one  or  both  aims, 
ever  took  the  disease."  In  Japan,  too,  at  the  present 
time,  where,  though  vaccination  is  known,  it  is  prac- 
tised to  a  very  limited  extent  only,  small-pox  is  en- 
deaiic  and  extremely  prevalent.  Mr.  Dickins,  the 
greatest  authority  there,  says,  that  "it  is  very  i-are 
indeed  to  meet  a  man  on  whose  face  there  are  not 
some  marks  of  the  disease  left;  a  very  large  proportion 
die,  and  a  much  larger  proportion  are  horribly  marked, 
as  a  very  short  walk  through  the  town  or  country  will 
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convince  the  inquirer.  It  very  frequently  attacks  the 
eyes,  and  when  it  does  blindness  is  almost  an  inevit- 
able result ;  almost  every  'Amma'  or  blind  beggar  of 
whom- 1  made  inquiry  as  to  the  cause  of  his  blindness, 
told  me  that  it  was  the  result  of  small-pox." 

Now  this  is  the  disease  which  the  Anti- Vaccination- 
ists, judging  the  "  use  of  a  thing  by  its  abuse,"  not  only 
take  no  means  themselves  to  prevent,  but  encourage 
others  to  do  the  same.  Let  me  tell  them  they  incur 
a  fearful  responsibility  in  so  doing.  "  Ne  sutor 
ixltra  crepidam."  How  can  those  who  have  not  given 
up  their  whole  time  to  the  systematic  study  of  the 
subject,  (some  not  even  having  seen  a  single  case  of 
vaccination  or  small-pox)  presume  to  teach  those  who 
have.  They  would  not  be  dictated  to  in  matters  re- 
lating to  their  calling  by  those  who  were  ignorant  of 
them.  I  think  any  one  who  encourtiges  others  not  to 
have  their  children  protected  from  a  disease,  the 
most  horrible  of  all  in  suffering  and  other  respects,  and 
about  the  only  one  which  can  be  prevented  with  any 
degree  of  certainty,  has,  if  those  children  ai'e  ever  at- 
tacked with  it,  as  great  a  sin  to  answer  for  as  any  one 
can  well  have.  There  are  sins  of  omission  and  sins  of 
commission  ;  let  them  rather  choose  the  former  than 
the  latter  if  they  have  any  doubt.  Educated  people 
will  not  easily  believe  or  be  misled  by  them.  They 
do  nut  "  look  for  whales  in  the  Enxine  Sea,  or  expect 
great  matters  when  they  are  not  to  be  found,"  but  the 
i'^^norant  and  uneducated  may  be  very  easily  deceived. 
They  see  the  sore  arm  and  the  trouble  (small  though  it 
be)  which  vaccination  gives,  but  they  see  none  of  the 
horrors  of  small -pox  which  they  escape.  They  should 
therefore  be  encouraged  to  submit  to  the  operation,  and 
jaot  have  their  prejudices  excited  against  it.      It  is 
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difEculfc  enough,  requiring  as  steady  a  hand  and  as 
good  a  state  of  nerves  as  any  operation  in  surgery, 
without  having  the  prejudices  of  the  mother  as  well 
as  the  struggles  of  the  child  to  overcome. 

Ignorance  has  no  doubt  a  good  deal  to  do  with  this 
matter,  I  believe  there  are  few  Anti- Vaccinationists 
who  have  had  their  own  children  vaccinated,  so  that  it  is 
not  a  matter  of  personal  experience;  they  are  general- 
ly summoned  for  neglecting  to  do  so,  and  after  it  has 
been  done,  they  are  mostly  as  satisfied  as  others. 

I  speak  feelingly  on  this  subject  having  too  good  rea- 
son to  do  so.  I  have  had  small  pox  myself  three  times 
through  having  been  inefficiently  vaccinated,  which  I 
attribute  to  the  fact  of  my  grandfather  having  been 
an  Anti- Vaccinationist.  He  was  in  his  day  (so  I  am 
told  on  good  authority),  the  chief  Anti- Vaccinationist 
in  Worcester,  and  I  suppose  my  father  took  after  him. 
Vaccine  diseases  come  and  go,  but  Anti- Vaccinationists 
go  on  for  ever. 

I  believe  it  has  been  said  that  he  is  a  poor  man 
who  can  only  boast  of  the  deeds  of  his  grandfather, 
like  a  potato  his  best  part  is  underground;  well  that  is 
my  case  in  many  respects.  I  respected  my  grandfather 
very  much  for  very  many  good  qualities,  but  not  for 
his  Anti- vaccination  tendencies,  and  I  hope  1  have  con- 
doned many  of  his  sins  in  that  way.  How  true,  it 
is  the  sins  of  the  fathers  (especially  of  the  Anti- 
Vaccinators),  are  visited  upon  the  children  (whether 
they  deserve  it  or  not  as  far  as  we  can  see),  unto  many 
generations. 

Again  some  years  ago  a  child  was  sent  to  my  sui-gery 
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-svith  a  few  marks  of  what  proved  to  be  small-pox.  My 
housekeeper  who  had  been  with  me  some  14  or  15 
years,  and  was  invaluable,  had  been  inefficiently  vac- 
cinated and  had  put  off  being  re-vaccinated,  and  she 
took  the  disease  and  died,  before  her  useful  life  was 
half  spent.  "While  attending  her  as  well  as  my  other 
patients  I  had  no  one  to  take  her  place,  and  I  had  to 
put  her  in  her  coffin  myself  when  she  died. 

I  never  till  then  fully  realised  the  curse  of  the  Anti- 
Vaccination  Craze.  Had  she  been  properly  vaccinat- 
ed in  infancy  she  would  have  been  alive  now,  at  least 
she  would  not  have  died  from  small-pox,  for,  refer- 
ing  to  one  of  the  authentic  tables  I  have  given,  the  deaths 
in  those  having  four  marks  of  vaccination  only  amount 
to  one  in  200  taking  all  cases,  and  she  was  in  the 
prime  of  life,  being  only  35  years  of  age. 

I  could  multijjly  the  facts  and  statistics  I  have 
quoted  almost  ad  infinitum,  all  which  prove  incontest- 
ably  that  vaccination  has  been  the  direct  means  of 
saving  more  lives  and  preventing  more  misery  than 
any  single  discovery  that  has  ever  been  made  in  the 
history  of  humanity  ;  but  with  some  it  would  be  of  no 
avail.  None  are  so  difficult  to  convince  as  those  who 
won't  believe.  Nothing  will  convert  some  of  the  Anti- 
Vaccinationists.  "  Nil  facer e  potfest  Candida  de 
nigris,  et  de  candentibus  atra."  All  the  water  in  the 
ocean  can  ne\  er  turn  the  swan's  black  legs  to  white. 


In  the  course  of  the  debate  which  followed  I  had 
occasion  to  name  the  following  facts ;  taken  chiefly 
from  Dr.  Mc. Veil's  admirable  work,  "  Vaccination 
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Vindicated."  That  most  people  especially  -women  al- 
ways believe  anything  they  hear  against  vaccination, 
but  that  Dr.  Mc.Veil,  the  best  writer  of  the  day  on 
vaccination  had  said  that  he  made  it  a  rule  never  to 
believe  anything  an  Anti-Vaccinator  said  without 
positive  proof,  and  I  stated  in  the  outset  that  I 
should  not  be  satisfied  with  any  quotation  from  any 
medical  or  other  authority  without  the  chapter,  verse 
and  page  being  given. 

That  Dr.  Mc.Veil,  stated  in  his  book  "  Vaccination 
Vindicated"  that  there  was  what  is  called  a  per  centage 
swindle,  which  the  Anti- Vaccinators  were  very  prone 
to  adopt,  viz.  by  taking  one  case  of  disease  or  other- 
wise and  calling  that  "  one  out  of  one,"  or  "  ten  out  of 
ten  "  which  was  a  "million  out  of  a  million,"  100  per 
oent.  and  that  was  the  way  they  arrived  at  many  of 
their  statistics.  That  with  regard  to  the  increase  in 
mortality  in  other  diseases,  as  people  must  die  of  some 
disease  or  old  age,  and  there  being  half  a  million  of 
deaths  from  small-pox  less  now  then  formerly,  there 
were  so  many  deaths  to  account  for  in  other  ways. 

Then  as  to  the  increase  of  mortality  of  particular 
diseases,  I  stated  that  cancer  had  decreased  in  children 
below  five  years  of  age  almost  50  per  cent,  and  that 
it  had  only  increased  in  later  life  with  which  vacci- 
nation can  have  had  nothing  to  do  ;  and  that  it  had  in- 
creased more  in  males  than  femal3s,  (whereas  both 
sexes  are  alike  vaccinated).  That  syphilis  has  increas- 
ed in  the  first  three  months  of  life  (the  majority  of 
deaths  being  before  that  age),  and  also  at  the  end  of 
life,  with  which  vaccination  can  have  had  nothing  to 
do.  Again  vaccination  being  performed  in  England 
before  three  months  of  age  and  in  Scotland  before  six 
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months,  there  ought  if  vaccination  was  the  cause  to  be 
more  increase  in  England  than  Scotland  in  the  first 
three  months  of  life  which  is  not  the  case.  Deaths  from 
syphilis  have  been  steadily  increasing  too,  whereas 
vaccination  has  been  stationary. 

Dr.  Cory;  (public  vaccinator)  vaccinated  himself 
from  syphilitic  children  three  times  and  did  not  convey 
syphilis  ;  the  fourth  time  he  did,  but  the  child  was  so 
ill  with  open  sores  that  no  one  would  have  vaccinated 
from  it  (  nor  even  from  the  othersj  ;  there  might  too 
have  been  a  speck  of  blood  with  the  lymph  which 
would  have  conveyed  Syphilis  (and  not  the  lymph). 

But  among  a  sea  of  falsehoods  there  may  be  one  drop 
of  truth  as  to  syphilis.  Jonathan  Hutchinson  who  has 
been  consulted  about  all  the  cases  discussed  found  only 
6  where  syphilis  was  taken  at  the  time  of  vaccination, 
and  none  of  those  cases  died ;  these  too  might  have 
been  caused  by  admixture  with  blood  which  can  always 
be  avoided.  He  was  engaged  by  Dr.  Seaton,  (medical 
officer  of  the  Privy  Council)  to  investigate  the  cases,  so 
that  there  has  been  no  attempt  at  concealment.  And 
what  does  Mr.  Hutchinson  say,  "  that  he  is  a  firm  ad- 
vocate of  compulsory  vaccination, "  and  he  complains 
of  having  been  misquoted. 

It  is  not  perhaps  generally  known  that  most  of  the 
cases  of  syphilis  reported  took  place  abroad,  many  in 
the  Italian  villages  where  50  children  are  done  from  one 
arm,  and  lymph  taken  on  the  tenth  day  which  would 
not  be  tolerated  here.  In  these  cases  those  which 
were  done  first  came  oflf  best. 

That  m/sipelas  has  much  decreased  since  the  recent 
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vaccination  laws,  and  is  decreasing  now.  In  instances 
where  it  has  increased  in  any  special  localities,  it  has 
been  in  children  under  three  months  of  age,  before 
vaccination. 

That  cliarrhcea  differs  not  with  any  regard  to  vacci' 
nation,  bnt  as  to  density  of  population,  employment  of 
female  labour  and  consequeut  artificial  feeding  &c. 
There  is  more  diarrhasa  in  Leicester  where  vaccination 
is  entirely  neglected,  than  any  where  else,  almost  all 
children  under  12  months  of  age  in  the  bad  parts  of 
tbe  town  being  attacked. 

That  measles  has  not  decreased  like  fevers,  nor  small- 
pox, and  why  not  if  sanitation  has  done  so  much  to 
decrease  small-pox  according  to  the  Anti -Vaccinators  1 

That  hooping  cough,  scarlet  Jever  and  diarrhoea  have 
not  only  not  decreased  likewise,  but  actually  increased. 

That  scrofula  has  only  increased  in  nomenclature,  one 
name  being  substituted  for  another. 

That  Ironchitis  has  been  increased  by  vaccination,  as 
much  as  Temperance  has. 

That  many  apparent  increases  are  accounted  for  also 
by  improved  means  of  diagnosis,  many  cases  especial - 
'I3'  internal  cancer  being  now  recognised  and  recorded 
which  formerly  escaped  observation. 

That  small-pox  last  century  destroyed  in  one  epi- 
demic about  one  third  of  the  population  of  Iceland,  and 
two  thirds  that  of  Greenland. 
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That  a  mother  covered  with  small-pox  pustules 
suckled  a  vaccinated  child  at  the  breast  with  impunity^ 
A  similar  case  was  related  at  the  meeting  by  the  Rev. 
J.  Webb,  which  occurred  in  his  own  family,  and  which 
was  he  said  recorded  in  the  Lancet  at  the  time.  He 
also  instanced  the  remarkable  power  of  vaccination  in 
the  other  members  of  his  family  at  the  same  time,  and 
related  many  cases  of  the  kind  he  had  himself  seen  in 
London,  Worcester  and  elsewhere. 

That  in  the  London  Hospitals  the  mortality  of  small- 
pox is  about  50  per  cent,  in  those  unvaccinated  and 
about  10  per  cent,  in  those  said  to  have  been  vaccinated 
taking  good  bad  and  indifferent  altogether. 

That  about  half  the  infant  vaccinations  in  London 
are  public  vaccinations,  and  there  is  less  mortality  in 
them  than  in  the  children  of  the  rich  where  there  is 
much  better  sanitation  &c. 

That  if  the  Registrar  General's  returns  are  not  always 
accurate  in  every  particular  such  a  fact  does  not 
militate  against  them  as  being  of  no  value. 

That  with  regard  to  the  case  of  Mr.  May,  of  Birm- 
ingham giving  a  false  certificate,  it  is  the  exception 
which  proves  the  rule.  It  is  the  only  instance  known 
and  ought  not  to  vilify  the  whole  of  the  Medical 
Profession. 

That  Dr.  Collins  was  not  a  public  vaccinator  of 
twenty  years  standing,  having  included  the  period  of 
his  pupilage  eight  years  before  he  became  a  member 
•of  the  Profession. 


30 


That  in  the  army  the  returns  to  Parliament  in  1884 
showed  that  there  was  less  mortality  from  small-pox 
there  (on  account  of  revacciiiation)  than  amongciviliaus, 
although  our  soldiers  go  into  all  parts  of  the  world. 

That  in  the  navy  it  is  the  same,  the  mortality  from 
small-pox  being  reduced  one  third  of  what  it  was 
before  revaccination  was  introduced  when  it  was  in 
excess  of  the  cLvil  population. 

That  with  regard  to  Leicester,  that  town  was  saved 
by  vaccination.  The  Lancet  sent  a  commissioner  who 
found  that  each  case  of  small-pox  was  sent  off  by  a 
staff  of  vaccinated  people  to  a  Hospital  outside  the 
Borough  managed  by  vaccinated  nurses  and  attendants. 
It  is  surrounded  by  a  vaccinated  kingdom,  and  its 
adults  have  all  been  vaccinated,  the  time  for  the  suffer- 
ing of  the  children  being  yet  to  come. 

That  eighteen  other  large  towns  besides  Leicester 
have  also  escaped. 

That  Sheffield  had  suffered  fearfully  from  the  action 
of  the  Anti- Vaccinators,  but  that  nevertheless,  there  was 
during  the  small-pox  epidemic  abundant  evidence  of 
the  value  of  vaccination  which  had  been  practised  there. 

That  as  to  the  hardships  of  compulsoi-y  vaccination 
as  it  was  for  helpless  children,  although  it  was  a  dis- 
tressful duty,  it  should  nevertheless  be  performed  if  it 
was  for  their  good  just  as  much  as  any  other  duty  of 
a  like  kind. 

N.B.  —  The  only  case  brought  forward atthe  meeting 
against  vaccination  was  that  of  a  child  stated 
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to  have  died  eleven  days  after  being  vaccinat- 
ed, and  in  consequence  of  the  operation.  On  invest! 
gation  it  appeared  that  two  other  children  were  vacci- 
nated from  the  same  source  at  the  same  time,  and  did 
well ;  that  two  medical  men,  who  attended  the  child, 
said  that  it  died  from  convulsions,  and  that  there  was 
no  connection  whatever  between  the  vaccination  and 
the  convulsions ;  that  one  of  these  medical  men  had 
two  other  fatal  cases  of  convulsions  in  children  in  the 
same  month,  where  there  was  no  question  of  vaccina- 
tion, and  one  of  those  was  the  same  age  as  the  child 
named,  viz. — six  months.  Also  that  the  death  of  the 
child  was  registered  as  one  of  convulsions.  The  Eegis- 
trar  stated  that  "  not  one  woid  was  then  said  as  to 
vaccination  being  the  cause  of  it."  I  can  give  the 
names  of  the  persons  alluded  to  if  requested. 

W.  W. 


